
Define yoff style
Enjoy people-watching poolside

and think more is merrier? Go with
one of the larger chain hotels. The
Wyndham, with 410 rooms, has the
largest pool deck area in Palm
Springs. The Riviera has even more
rooms (477) and a mammoth pool.

Want just the opposite? La Man'
cha is the place for privacy. Many of
the units on this 2O-acre property
have private pools, surrounded by
very high walls. Donna Summer
and Penny Marshall are regulars
here - but guests might never.see
them. The inn has a romantic, sev-
en-table restaurant, but many
guests prefer to dine in their villas.

La Mancha owner Ken lrwin's fa-
vorite unit is the honeymoon suite
that he modeled afterJack Lem-
mon's date lair in the 1963 film,
"Under the Yum-Yum Tree." It has
a fireplace, stereo, star-gazing
deck, private outdoor hot tub and
sits behind 6-foot-high walls. Dur-
ing summer, it's available for $595
for three nights ($100 more if a
weekend's involved).

Those who prefer more action
and enjoy Las Vegas-style gambling
can stay at the Spa Hotel & Casino.
The casino, which opened in April
1995, operates around the clock.
Gamblers can play poker, "spa-21"
(blackjack against other players in-
stead of the house - with a fee to
the house) and'tideo lottery,"
more commonly called "video
slots."

"The only thing that's missing is
the all-you-can-eat buffet," said
Carol Root from El Cajon.

(The casino resort complex is
owned and operated by the Agua
Caliente band of Cahuilla Indians -
who own 32,000 acres in the desert
valley. The federal government es-
tablished the property lines - in a
checkerboard pattern - in 1876.
The Southern California Railroad
got the odd-numbered sections of
land; the lndians got the even-
numbered sections. Many of the
city's hotels are on property leased
from the Indians, but the Spa Casi-
no is the only hotel the Indians own
and operate outright.)

Here's the rub
Spas are big in Palm Springs.

Lots of hotels have some version of
them, and many, including the Spa
Hotel & Casino, open their doors to
the public for day use. (Casey Ol-
sen, who ran the spa at La Costa
from 1.979 to'86, runs the spa and
says 60 to 70 percent oftheir busi
ness comes from outside the hotel.)

The most spectacular of Palm
Springs spas is the newest: the Giv-
enchy Hotel & Spa, which opened in

F-2

Hotels
Ask for rate discounts,
especially on weekdays

Continwdfrom F-I

And occupancy is lowest on
weekdays.

"If you come on a Tuesday in Au-
gust, you start at $10 and negotiate
from there," joked Mel Haber, own-
er ofthe Ingleside Inn.

Before booking a room, check
out the city's free brochure on sum-
mer deals, Sun Days Free Nights."
It lists summer bargains all around
town, including hotels that are of-
fering free nights with minimum
stays.

Choosing bdgng
Lodging in Palm Springs is avail-

able not only in every price range
- but in every size and style. More
than 100 ofthe city's hotels have
fewer than 25 rooms.

There are full-service resorts,
spa hotels (for weight loss and/or
pampering), mid-size hotels that ca-
ter to families, small B&Bs, roman-
tic boutique hotels and specialty ho-
tels that serve a specific market -
including clothing optional resorts
and hotels that cater to gay clien-
telei

And ifthat's not enough, consid-
er a weekend at Liberace's old,
four-bedroomhome (at $500 a
night this summer), or in Elvis'old,
five-bedroom, six-bath Palm

.Springs spread (with its l2-person
lhot tub) for $2,000 for a surnmer
l.weekend. Groucho's five-bedroom
l'home (previously owned by Mario" Lanza) and its four-bd pool house
go for $3,200 fo,r four nights. And
Betty Davis'old hangout, with its
Olympic-size pool and tennis court,
rents by the week for $8,000.

The four homes are among ce-
lebrity estates rented out by
Mclean Company Rentals. For
mere mortals on tighter budgets,
the company's rental range starts
with one-bedroom condos for $50 a
night.

"In effect, we are a 500-room ho-
tel with 500 separate room owners
in 500 separate locations," said Mi-
chael Mclean, the rental compa-
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